
THE OCCA 
CONSTRUCTION DAY PACKAGE

This package contains the resources and 
information you may need as a student, teacher or 
parent interested in a OCCA Construction Day. 

 GET 
ON 
SITE
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WHAT IS A CONSTRUCTION DAY?

WHAT WILL STUDENTS SEE?

The students will have the opportunity to connect with individuals who work in the  Construction industry and learn about various careers. Students 
will be introduced to the following careers: Health & Safety Representative, Heavy Equipment Operator, Construction Craft Worker, Hoisting Engineer, 
Surface Blaster, Quarry Worker, Highway Maintenance Worker, Asphalt Crew Member, Civil Engineer, Civil Engineering Technician or Technologists, 
Environmental Engineer, Field Material Testing Technician, Survey Assistant, Electrician and more. Students will also get to see various aspects of 
construction such as:

Asphalt plants/
Gravel pits

QUESTIONS ABOUT A CONSTRUCTION DAY

1. Who is the taget group for a Construction Day event?

The construction day event is focused at high school students who are 16 years of age or older and who are part of the Ontario Youth

Apprenticeship program or the Specialist High Skills Majors program. Technology students who have an interest in construction are also welcome.

2. Who will provide personal protective equipment for the day?

Local association will provide safety boots, safety glasses, vests and hard hats to those students who do not have access to personal protective 

equipment. Scheduling and costs of transportation is the responsibility of the school board.

3. What is the cost of participating in a Construction Day event?

The Ontario Construction Careers Alliance/local association will provide safety boots, safety glasses, vests and hard hats to those  students who do

not have access to personal protective equipment.

4. What about liability?

Students will have to complete a permission form signed by a guardian to allow them to attend the construction day. There is an example of a form that 

was used by the Waterloo Catholic District School Board for the first construction day event.School boards are welcome to use their own permission 

forms but must ensure all students have completed and submitted forms prior to attending the event.
5. Who will coordinate the day?

The day coordinates with local construction associations, contractors and the Ontario Construction Careers Alliance. Each construction day is

custom since it is based on location, site availability and local support provided by members of the construction industry.

Sewer/Watermain 
InstallationRoad Construction Bridge Construction/

Demolition

A construction Day event is a day that allows high school students who have an interest in the construction industry to see first-hand some of 
the job opportunities available in the  Construction industry. This exponential learning opportunity allows students to visit construction sites, 
learn about occupations and talk to people in the construction industry.



ELEMENTS OF RISK

Sprains, cuts, 
scrapes or bruises

Bone 
fractures

PARENT CONSENT FORM
For experiential learning trips (one day in Province)

Head 
Injuries

Many ministry initiatives allow school boards the opportunity to provide students with learning opportunities outside the classroom. Signing this 
permission form indicates that you support and approve of classroom excursions to enhance and support curriculum expectations and specialized 
programs. These programs are designed to assist the student in planning for post secondary education and workplace opportunities.

For all students who are of sixteen years of age, to participate in these experiential learning trips, this form must be read and signed by the 
student and the student’s guardian and submitted back to the school prior to the event.

Educational activities such as those listed on page 2 involve certain elements of risk. Accidents may occur while participating in activities such as safety 
and equipment operation training, company tours, hands on workshops and tours of construction sites. These accidents may cause injury. A few 
examples of the type of accidents (but not limited to) that could occur while participating in these activities are:

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND PERMISSION

Purpose of collecting this information:

We are requesting the following information to be used exclusively by teachers/Ontario Construction Careers Alliance  in planning, supervising 
and for communicating experimential learning opportunities to the students/parents/guardian and for emergency purposes only. This information 
will not be shared with any other parties. We have read the above. We understand that in participating in this activity, we are assuming all risks 
associated with doing so. I give permission for my child to participate in this learning opportunity as explained. I understand that this experience 
will take place at various locations during the school day and acknowledge risks associated with them. 
(See the back of this sheet for additional Trip/Program descriptions)

These accidents result from the nature of the activity and can occur without any fault of the student, or the school board or its employees or agents 
or the facility where the activity is taking place. Carefully following all instructions while engaged in the activity can reduce these risks. By choosing to 
participate in these additional learning opportunities and activities offered by the Ontario Construction Careers Alliance and your school board, you are 
assuming the risk and bear any responsibility from an accident occurring, The Ontario Construction Careers Alliance and the school board does not 
provide any accidental disability, dismemberment, dental, death or medical expenses or insurance on behalf of the participating students.The school 
board and the Ontario Construction Careers Alliance strongly advise that all students participate in the Student Accident Insurance plan offered which 
covers participants for all accidents.

STUDENT INFORMATION
(Please print in all sections, sign and return back to 
school)

NAME

HOME PHONE

CELL PHONE

EMAIL ADDRESS

PHOTO CONSENT*  YES NO

NAME

PARENT/GUARDIAN INFORMATION

HOME PHONE

CELL PHONE

EMAIL ADDRESS

* Indicates permission to take/use student’s photo

SIGNED SIGNED



TRIP EXPECTATIONS

PARENT CONSENT FORM cont’
For experiential learning trips (one day in Province)

• The student will be provided with details of each trip by supervising teacher (Date, Time, Location, Transportation etc)
• The student is expected to share this information with their parents/guardian
• All trips will be supervised by a classroom or supply teacher
• Students should direct questions to the supervising teacher of the trio or their guidance counsellor
• If the parent/Guardian wishes to withdraw the student from an activity, they must inform the supervising teacher in writing

All of the education trips pertaining to the signing of this form are considered experiential learning activities. As the title suggests, the student could 
be involved in a variety of experiences to enhance and support classroom learning. These learning experiences are intended for students who are 
sixteen years of age or older and occur outside the classroom. The overall expectation of these excursions would be for the student to develop an 
understanding of the essential skills necessary for success in school, work skills in life. Experiential learning activities may also be referred to as “Reach 
Ahead” activities. This means that opportunities are provided for the student to look beyond the classroom to see what other possibilities lay ahead. 
Sample activities include:

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND PERMISSION

1. CO-OP/OYAP and Apprenticeship Awareness Opportunities

Cooperative Education and the Ontario Youth Apprenticeship Program (OYAP) typically involved visits to a worksite, union hall, skills competitions and/or
skilled trade events. These excursions would be outside the regular Co-op/OYAP work placement. The purpose of these trips would be to enhance the
student’s awareness of job related and apprenticeship opportunities to assist in career decision making.

2. Specialist High Skills Major

The Specialist High Skills Major is Ministry approved recognition you can earn during grades 11 and 12. It is valuable because it shows that you have
focused your education towards a particular employment sector. There are five requirements to earn the SHSM designation on your diploma. Three of
these requirements/activities that are listed below take place outside the school and require signed permission on this form.

• Earn industry recognized certifications related to the employment sector
• Take advantage of reach ahead opportunities
• Participate in sector related experiential learning opportunities

3. Workplace Excursions

Teachers may organize visits to local businesses and industries. These visits may be for the purpose of exposing the student to various careers and

jobs requiring grade twelve education or several years of post secondary education. These tours may be subject-specific to enhance curriculum

expectations

WE WERE ABLE TO GO OUT AND SEE
DIFFERENT PLACES

EXPLORING DIFFERENT
OPTIONS AND FIELDS TO GO INTO



CONTRUCTION DAY ITINERARY

All students must wear Long pants.  Safety glasses, safety vest and hardhats will be provided.  Dress for the day t-shirt if warm, sweat shirt if 
cooler Safety Boots are Mandatory – “NO BOOTS -NO TOUR” If the student does not have boots, they can provided by 
Association only upon due notice. 

Students ready for distribution of Students ready for distribution of 

Personal Protective Equipment Personal Protective Equipment

2:00 p.m.  Depart 2:00 p.m.  Depart

**** times & schedule may vary **** times & schedule may vary

Should have more details such as a spot for the pick up (school) lunch site one and site two etc. 

School:

Location:

Pick up time:

School:

Location:

Pick up time:

Time

Site One: Location 

Description of Activities

Time:

Site Two: Location 

Description of Activities

Time:

Site Two: Location 

Description of Activities



Please print the names of your students, indicate if they have boots and their boot sizes if needed

(Please print in all sections)

TEACHER NAME

STUDENT NAME

WAITING LIST (TO FILL IN FOR ABSENTEES)

BOOTS
(WILL STUDENT BE WEARING 
THEIR OWN CSA BOOTS?)

BOOT SIZE 
(IF THEY DON’T HAVE 
OWN BOOTS)

SCHOOL

TEACHER/STUDENT INFORMATION

REGISTRATION FORM

YES           NO1.

YES           NO2.

YES           NO3.

YES           NO4.

YES           NO5.

YES           NO6.

YES           NO7.

YES           NO8.

YES           NO9.

YES           NO10.

YES           NO11.

YES           NO12.

YES           NO13.

YES           NO14.

YES           NO15.

STUDENT NAME BOOTS
(WILL STUDENT BE WEARING 
THEIR OWN CSA BOOTS?)

BOOT SIZE 
(IF THEY DON’T HAVE 
OWN BOOTS)

YES           NO1.

YES           NO2.

YES           NO3.

YES           NO4.

YES           NO5.



ONTARIO CONSTRUCTION CAREERS ALLIANCE "Bui lding a Future"

FAST FACTS!

Did you know...

THE AVERAGE AGE OF A 
CONSTRUCTION WORKER IS 46 

THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY 
EMPLOYS ABOUT 1.3 MILLION 
PEOPLE 

86,100 TRADESPEOPLE ARE 
EXPECTED TO RETIRE IN ONTARIO 
IN THE NEXT DECADE (THERE ARE 
JOBS!)

ONTARIO CONSTRUCTION CAREERS ALLIANCE 
Building a future!

5045 Orbitor Dr. ,  Unit  12,  Suite 300,  Mississauga,  ON  L4W 4Y4 
Phone:  647-627-1249/226-220-8405  •   Fax:  905-629-0587  •   E-mai l :  info@myocca.ca

5045 Orbitor Dr. ,  Unit  12,  Suite 300,  Mississauga,  ON  L4W 4Y4
Phone:  647-627-1182  •   Fax:  905-629-0587  •   E-mai l :  pamela.kohl@myocca.ca

ONTARIO CONSTRUCTION CAREERS ALLIANCE
Building a future!

5045 Orbitor Dr. ,  Unit  12,  Suite 300,  Mississauga,  ON  L4W 4Y4
Phone:  647-627-1182  •   Fax:  905-629-0587  •   E-mai l :  pamela.kohl@myocca.ca

AVERAGE WAGE OF A 
CONSTRUCTION  WORKER IS 
$73,000/YEAR

Ontario Construction Careers Alliance   www.myocca.ca

The OCCA is your number one stop for all information regarding careers in construction.

The website contains information on the career opportunities, the skills required, where 
training is provided and how to connect with employers. You will find information on 
scholarships from our industry as well as information on government grants that you can 
take advantage off. Contact us for further information at info@myocca.ca!

Skills Ontario          www.skillsontario.com 
For information regarding all skilled trades and apprenticeships. This site offers 
information on the education required, the requirements for completing an 
apprenticeship and how to get started.

Apprentice Search                   www.apprenticesearch.com
This website will allow you to post your resume online, search for opportunities for 
apprenticeships in all industries across Ontario and allow an employer to connect with you.

Ontario Youth Apprenticeship Program www.oyap.com
This website has information regarding the Ontario Youth Apprenticeship Program and 
how you can get started in a skilled trade while still earning credits for school in either 
grade 11 or 12.

Ontario Job Futures www.ontariojobfutures.ca
This website provides information on any career in Ontario. Ontario Job Futures tells you 
what education you will need for a specific career, your duties, skills required and most 
importantly it tells you about the job prospects.

Job Bank       www.jobbank.gc.ca
This website provides information all the skills required, education, and certification and 
employment opportunities for any career. You can also search for job opportunities locally 
and apply for jobs online.

NO TWO DAYS ARE ALIKE. 
EVERY JOB IS DIFFERENT



IT’S A GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO SHOW
YOUTH THAT THE INDUSTRY

HAS A LOT MORE TO IT
 THAN JUST DEALING WITH DIRT

For further information please visit our website, or contact the OCCA directly at info@myocca.ca 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

MEDIA RELEASE 
For immediate release

 What career path could aspire to all of a high school, college or university grad? In a world with so many career 
options and educational paths to get there, it's amazing to see the wide range of opportunities available in the 
construction industry.

High school students across (region)  are getting a first-hand look at what the men and women behind Ontario’s 
heavy construction industry do for a career as the students take part in the 3rd annual Construction Day hosted 
in collaboration with the (association) and the Ontario Construction Careers Alliance (OCCA).
On (date) more than  # students will be visiting # construction sites in (region) where they will see and talk with 
the heavy construction workers about their jobs. From (insert locations) to (another location), the students will 
gain insight in order to make future career decisions.

 “It’s important that our students see the vast opportunity that the heavy civil construction industry offers young 
people,” says xxxx, (shcool board). “These are high paying, high-demand careers that span multiple interests from 
heavy equipment operator to environmental engineer, quarry workers and civil engineering technicians. These 
are careers that allow people to have well-paying, satisfying jobs that make a difference in our community.”

This Construction Day is a partnership with the Ontario Construction Careers Alliance (OCCA), the (school board), 
and  the (association) showcases the nation’s need for men and women trained heavy construction, including 
health & safety representatives, heavy equipment operators, construction craft workers, surface blasters, road 
workers and a variety of engineers and technicians.  

“Buildforce  has predicted a shortfall of over 86,000 skilled workers in construction by 2026 that are needed to 
replace retirees in Ontario,” says Jessica Steffler of OCCA. “By giving youth a chance to see what these important 
jobs are really like we hope to inspire them to consider the heavy construction industry for their career path.” 

The Ontario  Construction Careers Alliance is a non-profit organization established to promote careers in heavy 
construction to youth across Ontario. 

STUDENTS GET HEAVY DUTY CONSTRUCTION INSIGHT ON SITE
Great paying careers in heavy civil construction appeal to youth



ONTARIO CONSTRUCTION CAREERS ALLIANCE "Bui lding a Future"

ONTARIO CONSTRUCTION CAREERS ALLIANCE 
Building a future!

1. As a registered apprentice in the construction industry you earn:
a. The same as a certified professional
b. Minimum wage
c. An increasing amount each year of training and experience

2. There’s a hidden bonus to earning while you learn- when most people complete their apprenticeship program:
a. They have large student loans to pay back
b. They own their own homes
c. They have no debt

3. The Construction Industry provides opportunities to build life-long careers. With experience and drive you could
become:

a. A foreman
b. A project manager
c. An owner
d. All or the above

4. The annual salary of a construction worker is:
a. Higher than the national average
b. Half the national average
c. ¾ the national average

5. As an apprentice, you will:
a. Attend university
b. Have no schooling at all
c. Attend college for blocks of time

6. Hot mix asphalt can be used for?
a. cattle feed  containers and fish hatcheries
b. airport runway
c. all of the above

7. What percentage of students finish and graduate from college and university?
a. 40%
b. 60%
c. 25%
d. 80%

8. By what year will Canada have a shortage of 1 million skilled workers?
a. 2018
b. 2020
c. 2025

9. What percentage of new jobs will be in the skilled trades and technologies sectors in the next two decades?
a. 70%
b. 30%
c. 60%

10. If the average national salary for a Canadian is $49,000/year, what is the average salary for someone working in
construction?
a. 40,000
b. 82,000
c. 73,000

TEST YOUR CONSTRUCTION IQ!!



ONTARIO CONSTRUCTION CAREERS ALLIANCE "Bui lding a Future"

ONTARIO CONSTRUCTION CAREERS ALLIANCE 
Building a future!

Occupations: 

General Labourer 
Concrete Finisher 
Civil Construction 

Equipment Operator 
Estimator 
Electrician 
Purchasing Agent OYAP  

Demolition Worker 

Apprenticeship  
Grant  
Carpenter 
Inspector 
Heavy Duty Equipment Mechanic 



ONTARIO CONSTRUCTION CAREERS ALLIANCE "Bui lding a Future"

ONTARIO CONSTRUCTION CAREERS ALLIANCE 
Building a future!

Answers for the Construction IQ Trivia 

1. C-An increasing amount with each year of training and experience
2. C-They have no debt
3. D-All of the above
4. A-Higher than national average
5. C-Attend College for blocks of time
6. C- All of the above
7. A-40% (University only is about 25% graduation rate)
8. C-2020
9. C-60%
10.C-73,000

Answers for the Crossword 

1. Heavy Duty Equipment Mechanic
2. Apprenticeship
3. Concrete Finisher
4. Equipment Operator
5. Estimator
6. Grant
7. Carpenter
8. General Labourer
9. Electrician
10. Inspector
11.OYAP
12.Purchasing Agent
13.Demolition Worker
14.Civil Construction



ONTARIO CONSTRUCTION CAREERS ALLIANCE "Bui lding a Future"

GENERAL INFORMATION

COMMENTS:

SCHOOL : 
______________________________________

GRADE: 
______________________________________

BEST PART: 
______________________________________

WOULD YOU CONSIDER A CAREER 
IN CONSTRUCTION: 
______________________________________

WHAT DID YOU LEARN:
______________________________________

 ______________________________________

Thank you!

We wish you all 
the best in your 

future 
endeavours!

ONTARIO CONSTRUCTION CAREERS ALLIANCE 
Building a future!
STUDENT FEEDBACK FORM

5045 Orbitor Dr. ,  Unit  12,  Suite 300,  Mississauga,  ON  L4W 4Y4
Phone:  647-627-1182  •   Fax:  905-629-0587  •   E-mai l :  pamela.kohl@myocca.ca

ONTARIO CONSTRUCTION CAREERS ALLIANCE
Building a future!

5045 Orbitor Dr. ,  Unit  12,  Suite 300,  Mississauga,  ON  L4W 4Y4
Phone:  647-627-1182  •   Fax:  905-629-0587  •   E-mai l :  pamela.kohl@myocca.ca

  PRESENTATION   RATE (1-POOR 10-HIGH)

1. Was the construction day  interesting   1…..2..…3…..4…..5…..6..…7…..8…..9…..10

2.   1…..2..…3…..4…..5…..6..…7…..8…..9…..10

3. Length of the event

4. Content of the event

5. Use of the simulator

6. Your overall interest

  1…..2..…3…..4…..5…..6..…7…..8…..9…..10 

  1…..2..…3…..4…..5…..6..…7…..8…..9…..10 

  1…..2..…3…..4…..5…..6..…7…..8…..9…..10 

  1…..2..…3…..4…..5…..6..…7…..8…..9…..10

PRESENTATION FEEDBACK

DID YOU LOOK AT OUR WEBSITE:
______________________________________

Were the presenters informative



ONTARIO CONSTRUCTION CAREERS ALLIANCE "Bui lding a Future"

GENERAL INFORMATION

COMMENTS:

SCHOOL : 
______________________________________

TEACHER:
______________________________________

EMAIL:
______________________________________

CLASSES:
______________________________________

NUMBER OF STUDENTS:
______________________________________

Thank you!

We look forward to 
presenting to your 
classes again in the 

future! 

ONTARIO CONSTRUCTION CAREERS ALLIANCE 
Building a future!

TEACHER FEEDBACK FORM

5045 Orbitor Dr. ,  Unit  12,  Suite 300,  Mississauga,  ON  L4W 4Y4
Phone:  647-627-1182  •   Fax:  905-629-0587  •   E-mai l :  pamela.kohl@myocca.ca

ONTARIO CONSTRUCTION CAREERS ALLIANCE
Building a future!

5045 Orbitor Dr. ,  Unit  12,  Suite 300,  Mississauga,  ON  L4W 4Y4
Phone:  647-627-1182  •   Fax:  905-629-0587  •   E-mai l :  pamela.kohl@myocca.ca

  PRESENTATION   RATE (1-POOR 10-HIGH)

1. Effectiveness of the presentation      1…..2..…3…..4…..5…..6..…7…..8…..9…..10

2. Presenter   1…..2..…3…..4…..5…..6..…7…..8…..9…..10

3. Length of the presentation   1…..2..…3…..4…..5…..6..…7…..8…..9…..10

4. Content of the presentation   1…..2..…3…..4…..5…..6..…7…..8…..9…..10

5. Use of the simulator   1…..2..…3…..4…..5…..6..…7…..8…..9…..10

6. Student interest   1…..2..…3…..4…..5…..6..…7…..8…..9…..10

PRESENTATION FEEDBACK



AT THE SCHOOL

VOLUNTEER INFORMATION 
Getting started

When you arrive at the school, please go to the main office, and sign in at the school. Ask for your contact at the main office as well. Safety boots, hard hats 
and glasses will be dropped off the day before at your office, please bring these items with you to your starting school. Once the school bus is loaded with 
students at your first school, please distribute the boots based on their size requirement.  All of the student’s shoes will go into the plastic containers provided 
and are to go on the bus with you. Please also pass out the vests and the hard hats. If you are short PPE, we will have additional hard hats and vests at the 
starting location.

ON THE BUS (direct driver where to park)

Introduce yourself.  While on the bus it is imparative that we enage the students. The following are ways of doing so:  

1. Give a bit of background info.

2. Talk about why you decided to work in this industry/career.

3. Talk about what you like and try to stay positive if speaking about any downside to the job.

4. Talk about the education you have had to acquire to fulfill your current role.

5. Answer any questions related to your job by the students.

AT THE SITES

You will be provided an with an agenda.

Once at the site please help supervise the students. There will be three teachers on each bus to make sure no one is wondering off and to keep 

order. 

BACK AT SCHOOL

Please have students remove and then collect all safety boots that were provided to the students,  by the OCCA.  You can leave the hard 
hats, safety boots, glasses and vests with the contact teacher or OCCA representative on your bus at this time as well.

THANK YOU!

Be at the starting location school for 8AM. 

The two starting sites are either:

1.

2.

6. Dicuss what the students will see at each job site.
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